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KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA
Nation Religion King

ROYAL GOVERNMENT OF CAMBODIA
No: 01 Sor Thor Kor

STATEMENT OF THE ROYAL GOVERNMENT OF CAMBODIA
ON
CAMBODIA’S MARINE FISHERIES MANAGEMENT KEY PRINCIPLES

The Cambodian Fisheries sector is considerable importance to the national development objectives,
especially to food and nutrition security; poverty reduction; employment; equity and economic
efficiency; foreign exchange balance and the protection of natural heritage. The marine fisheries
sector has contributed to the total fish catch production and has been increasing every year since 2008.
The total marine production was over 120,000 tonnes in 2017, accounting for about 20% of the total
fish catch production. Currently, the fisheries production values around US$ 200-300 million per year
at the point of landing. The total value of fisheries across the country, both freshwater and marine
water contributes about 7-8% of GDP.

However, despite this importance, the sustainable development of marine fisheries is threatened by a
number of issues that include overfishing and overcapacity of the fishing fleet; illegal, unreported and
unregulated (IUU) fishing; coastal development; and habitat degradation. The small-scale fishers and
their families are particularly vulnerable to the adverse impacts of these issues. It is in the national
interest to address the issues to increase food security, reduce poverty and improve livelihoods of the
people. The Statement of the Royal Government on Marine Fisheries Management Key Principles is
prepared to improve the statement of the Royal Government on National Fisheries Policy 2005. The
marine fisheries statement incorporates a number of more stringent principles and measures to
prevent, deter, and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, and fishing in and outside
the Cambodia's exclusive economic zone.

A .VISION

The management, conservation and development of sustainable fisheries resources that contribute to
ensuring future food security, socioeconomic development, and people’s livelihoods enhancement
and the nation’s prosperity.

This vision recognizes the important role of small-scale fisheries in improving food security and
nutrition, poverty eradication, development, equity and sustainable resource utilization.



B. KEY PRINCIPLES OF MARINE FISHERIES MANAGEMENT

To ensure the effectiveness, efficiency and transparency of marine fisheries management, the
following key principles shall be enforced:

1) Sustainable development: To promote a balance between ecological well-being that focuses
on healthy fisheries resources and environment, and human well-being that pertains to food
security, employment, livelihoods and income. So that the benefits derived from the fisheries
are available for future generations;

2) Ecosystem approach to fisheries management: To implement sustainable development in
the fisheries sector;

3) Good governance: To facilitate the setting of rules and regulations, adequate resources and
arrangements for compliance and enforcement;

4) Transparency and participation: To encourage the participation of all stakeholders in both
fisheries planning and management;

5) Adoption of international best practice and regional cooperation: To cooperate strongly with
neighboring countries;

6) Science-based decision-making: To ensure the fisheries management decisions are based on
the best available scientific information;

7) Balance between fishing capacity and fisheries resources: To maintain or restore fish
stocks to a level capable of producing the maximum sustainable yield (MSY);

8) Adaptive management: To embrace change through learning and adapting; and

9) Precautionary approach: To do not delay action because of lack of information and applies
the precautionary approach when uncertainty exists particularly uncertainty in the MSY
estimate.

C. STRATEGIES
1. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF MARINE FISHERIES

In order to ensure sustainable management and conservation of natural resources and applying sound
environmental principles, the marine catch will be maintained at 120,000 tonnes/year. To achieve this
target, the size and structure of the fishing vessels will be frozen at current levels and may be
considered to decline size and structure of the fleet in the future in accordance with the decrease of
natural resources.

1.1 Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing

Prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing of both Cambodian and foreign fishing vessels that are
operating in Cambodian marine waters through the management of fishing capacity and strengthening
of monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS), and increased regional cooperation.

1.2 Fishing vessels management in Cambodian marine waters
a) Small-scale fishing: Manage small-scale fishing through management in fishery domains and

co-management of community fisheries management areas.

b) Medium-scale and large-scale fishing: Limit medium-scale and large-scale fishing vessels at
current levels (2018) through a system of registration, licensing and may be considered to
decline size and structure of the fishing vessels in the future in accordance with the decrease
of natural resources.

¢) Management of foreign fishing vessels: there will be no authorization of foreign fishing
vessels to fish in Cambodian non-disputed marine waters.
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1.3 Management of Cambodian fishing and fishing related vessels (fish carriers and support
vessels) operating in Cambodian marine waters

No transportation of fish and fishery products shall be made or transshipped in the Cambodian marine
waters, except by special authorization for small-scale operations. The transportation or
transshipment of fish and fishery products shall be authorized by the competent fisheries officials.

1.4 Management of Cambodian fishing and fishing related vessels operating in the high seas
and foreign marine waters

No fishing or fishing related vessels or vessels will be registered or licensed to either fish or carry out
fishing-related activities in the high seas or foreign marine waters until an approved registration and
licensing process and register is developed that includes adequate control and inspection measures in
accordance with legislations.

1.5 Fisheries management in disputed overlap areas

Fishing and fishing-related activities in disputed overlap areas between Cambodia and neighboring
countries should be carried out in accordance with joint conservation and management measures
agreed by respective countries.

2. MANAGEMENT OF CRITICAL HABITATS

- The Royal Government of Cambodia, in partnership with Non-Governmental Organizations,
actively supports the restoration of degraded coastal habitats of coral reefs, mangroves and
sea-grass beds in recognition of the role they play as fish breeding, feeding, nurseries for fish
seed and refuge sites;

- The support of management and utilization of Refugia, Marine Protected Areas and Marine
Fisheries Management Areas is to conserve and protect critical habitats;

- The prohibition of any fishing or fishing-related activity that may cause the destruction of sea-
grass or coral reefs, such as trawling.

3. FISHERIES DATA AND INFORMATION

- Fisheries Administration of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries shall
strengthen its existing data collection systems and develop Database System that would
support better assessment of the status of the fisheries resources, policy decision making,
monitoring and evaluation at both the national and regional levels;

- The important data and information will be shared within ASEAN Member States and through
global fisheries databases.

4. DEVELOPMENT OF FISHERIES INSTITUTIONS AND THEIR INFRASTRUCTURE

- The Royal Government of Cambodia promotes human resources development within the
marine fisheries sector to ensure quality service within fisheries in order to improve
socioeconomic development;

- The Royal Government of Cambodia promotes public awareness raising in communities,
nationally and in schools, of the importance of aquatic biodiversity and its conservation for
the benefit of the economy, food security and livelihoods. Awareness of the importance of
critical habitats will also be raised to ensure that the regulations governing them are
understood and followed;

- The Royal Government of Cambodia recognizes the importance of marine research for
informing decision making and will provide increased support to strengthen the infrastructure



and staff capacity of Marine Fisheries Research and Development Institute and Marine
Fisheries Conservation Centre.

5. BUDGET AND FISHERIES INFRASTRUCTURE

The Royal Government of Cambodia promotes private investment in the marine fisheries
sector and development of post-harvest infrastructure to increase the competitive market
position of the fisheries;

The Royal Government of Cambodia also provides priority to use fishery revenues to finance
reforms, research, and MCS to increase resources for livelihood improvement;

The Kingdom of Cambodia commits to implement international conventions, agreements, and
instruments, in particular the implementation of the FAO Port States Measures Agreement
(PSMA) that Cambodia already ratified. Beside this, the Royal Government of Cambodia is
reviewing and discussing the procedure to access in becoming a member of the UN Fish
Stocks Agreement (UNFSA), and is considering its ratification of the UN Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

The Royal Government of Cambodia will also continue to work with global and regional inter-
governmental organizations as follows:

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN (FAO): Code of Conduct for Responsible
Fisheries (CCFR), Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries in the
Context of Food Security and Poverty Alleviation (VG SSF), and International Plans of Action
(IPOAs);

The Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Centre (SEADEC): Resolution and Plan of
Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region Towards 2020 and
2030 (Res/POA));

The Secretariat of Regional Plan of Action to promote responsible fishing practices including
combating illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing in the Region (RPOA-IUU); and
The Asia Pacific Fisheries Commission (APFIC).

The aforementioned key principles will become a National Marine Fisheries Management Policy
Framework and a guide for developing National Plan of Actions pertaining to Marine Fisheries of
Cambodia.

Phnom Penh, 12" October 2019
Prime Minister

Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen






